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Three good “pictures of Major

Anthony J. Drexel Biddle,
Philadelphia’s fighting Bible
class leader, in action.
The largest shows him
in exercise togs. In the ring
he is, at the right,

. boxing a heavyweight
and giving

<him a *“‘good fight.” The

other photograph shows the

Major before his class:

¥ HEN such a name as Major An-
thony J. Drexel Biddle is men-

tioned one is inclined to think at

once of Philadelphia and of Philagelphia
society. Or, perhaps, one would be more
inclined to think of boxfng and horse racing
and the Marine Corps in France. Major
Drexel Biddle is a represéntative of one
of the oldest, best known and most socially
prominent familleg in America. He is a
sportsman, He i{s a millionaire. He is a
veteran of the world war. §

It may be that the function Which he
serves most wholeheartedly s entirely in
congruous and incompatible with the at-
tributes mentioned. But as astonishing as
it may seem, it is true that nothing is.of
greater interest to Major Drexel Biddle
than his Bibl& classes,

Another scion of wealth and high posi-
tion Is somewhat of a parallel case, John
D. Rockefeller, Jr., is also the head of a
Bible class, But this prerogative as as-
sumed by the son of -the world's richest
man does not suggest itse'lr 80 uutnmnnl
Ingly as justification fof amuzommll as
does the long standing, but not generally
known, tendency of the PhiHadelphia so-
clety leader to take a most metive interest
in religious work.

Here is a man who.ia one of the fore
most amateur boxers of the country. He
sald once thut bhoxing was the only thing
he knew to do really well, That‘
which wag a lament—wag sald when he be-
gan the undertaking of orgamizing the firsy
of hig Bible classes, But anyhow he put
that one talent of his to work, with the
result that his Bible class grew amazingly.

how

Genius and Personality
Responsible for Growth
The story of the inception of the Dre‘xel
Biddle Bible classes s nothing less than a
story in praise of Major Anthony J, Drexel
Biddle, Let him say, if he likes, that It
was not his genlus and personality which
made a countrywide organization {rom an
original membershlp of three rather pa
tient but unenthusiastlc men who com-

“prised the class which Major Drexel Biddle

took charge of one Sunday no more than a
few years Aago.

The story begins on a Sunday morning—
another Sunday morning -—several years
ago. Young A. J. Drexel Biddle, a blue
rihbon favorite in Philadelphia’s * blue

blooded Kocial Register set, strolled about
Rittenhouse Square that Sunday morning
and meditated, He was wealthy, the world
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was his oyster, there was nothing which
he did not or could not have He should
be happy, but he was not. The course of
life as he lived it was somewhat weari-
some, He waa bored. He sauntered along
until he came to the portals of the Chukch
of the Holy Trinity. He stopped before
the steps and then, after a moment, walked
aimlessly up them and Into the church, It
was soothing there, and he sat and con-
tinued his contemplailonn.

The world weary young soclety man
anq gportsman looked about him. He saw
mén he had seen before, but they were In
a new light., Hias ears picked up the dron-
inE voice of the minister. The volce ceased
ta drone, He became interested. Then he
thought: X

“What am [ doing Lr},’help the world?
Am 1 useful? 'Phe rector there ig doing a
great, good work. These men who are
taking deep interest in the affairs & the

church are gerving a fine purpose In life.~

But' what am 1 doing?"

It was something to think abouk And
all through the serviee he speculated upon
what he might do to justify his existence.

After the sdrvice was ended and the con-
gregation began to file out Mr. A. J, Drexel
Biddle did a thing that was unusual in that
church He sought one of the attendants
and requested that he be allowed to speak
to the rector. Of course he was permitted
to. The rector was the Rev. Dr. Floyd W.
Tomkins, %

“1 want to he of some use in the world.
I want to be useful to others. 1 don't know
how I can be,” Mr. Drexel Biddle said.

Dr. Tomking looked down into the young
and then looked at the ecard
given bearing the young

like Ln\h some sort of

church work?' Mr. Tomkins asked.

"Anything," was the reply.

Dr. Tomking appolnted Mr, Drexel Biddle
head of the Men's Dible Clars {mmediately.
He was to take charge the next Sunday,
and that intervening week was spent In
preparation. Mr. Biddle had to read the
Bible, Messages were sont to the few sur
viving members of the Men's Bible Class

man's face,

he had been

man's name.
“Would you

of Holy Trinity telling them to
turn out in force to meet their
_mew leader on Sunday morning.
They responded in force—alki
' three of them. New leaders were
“ an old story to this blase tiio.
They regarded with languld
' indifference the fashionably
dressed, rather sporty louvking
““athlete who was introduced as
their new leader. They knew in
a, minute that he-didn't Ikn_ow' &
thing about leading a Bible class.
So’did A. J. Drexel Biddle. He
has admitted that many times
A gince. It became s0 appareuteto
him after a few n*lnutae in the
presence of the sophisticated
three that Mr. Drexel
Blddle capitulated at
the start and handed
himself over to the
mercy of the class. He
confessed he didn'l
know how to teach
and asked the class to
tell him how it was
done. This mnovel
method of approach
ing . the subject ap-
pealed to the three
members. The atmos-
phere warmed imme-
diately, and ,the re-
malinder of the ge4sion
was given up to de-
vising waysand means
of building up the
class.
Now Major Drexel
Biddle knew one thing
thoroughly. He was

the sclentific method
of knocking a man's
block off. As & means-
of attracting Bible
students this may not appeal to the
average church member, but it was
the Mest trick the leader had and he
played it to win or lose. He was at
this time at the top of his career as
an amateur boxer.

S0 he_obtained permission trom
the vestry of Holy Trinity Church to
use the gymnasium at the parish
house, and here he gave boxing ex-
hibitions and taught the young wmnen
who flocked around him how to use
their hands. On that fistic foundation
the Bible class began to rise with
amazing rapldity. From the week
night boxing classes tq the Sundey morn
ing Bible class was a transition more eady
than it seems. The young men came there
to meet their {dol. The new leader taught
the class in his own breezy fashion and
every one was made to feel perfectly at
home.

It was the most remarkable Bible class
in the world. Famous physicians, society
men, lawyers and business men were
wedged in the class room between thick
necked young men with caullflower ears.
Athletes from the University of Pennsyl
vanin addressed as ‘‘brother” husky profes
slonals of the world of brawn who were

‘there to hear for the first time in their

lives the thrilling short stories of the Book
of Books,

It was not all Bible study, although that
wns always part of the service. One Sun-
day a distinguished physician would ad.
dress the class on "Christianty and Clean
Living” and the next Bob Fitzsimmons
wonld give some sage advice on the line
of Mr. Rapsevelt's famous dictum: “Don't
flinch, don't foul and hit hard."”

Classroom Soon Too Small
And Class Burst Bounds

The class room soon became too small
for the attendiance and a larger room had
to be obtained in t.l"w parish house,

Then came the big idea and the class of
Bible students and ita red blooded leader

burst all bounds and surged out to make
the world itself thelr closs room. Every

-

completely master of -

-~

man in the Holy Trinity ¢lass became a
leader. Quiet, lethargic Bible classes all
over Philadelphia were startled out of their
placidity by the eruption of a body of eager
orators who called on them to join
the new militant movement to make
all classes part of a great multitude

of Christian men fronting in union

toward the citadels of sin.

It seemed that almost in a day
Mr, Drexel Biddle, from being
leader of Holy Trinity class alone,
became president and founder of a
great confederation of Bible classes
numbering many thousands.

Naturally there was need for
money. Generally when a move-
ment of this sort gets under way ¥
there 18 a loud call for direct phil-
anthropic aid and .a campaign for
raising funds. But Mr. Drexel
Biddle knew his field., He knew a
Qetter way to raise money, and his
genius for organization ahd promo
tlon came into fine employment,

He staged a concert in the grand
ballroom of the Bellevue-Stratford
Hotel in Philadelphia and charged
$5 a seat. All Philadelphia society
and many from out of town at
tended  the concert, and the initial
funds for the furtherance of the
work of thHe worldwide Drexe:
T Blddle Bible classes were secured.

His concert was a master stroke
of management. He arranged to
have two of the most beautiful
women [‘n Amerlea sing. They must
have had great vocal gifts, of course,
but the principal point was that
they were beautiful and popular.

They were Mrs. Charles Dana Gibson
and Mrs. Henry Clows, Jr., of Parls, who
was then Mrs. Robert Goelet, and who was
before her first marriage Miss Elsie Whe-
len of Philadelphia. Then thers were ad-
ditional concerts, with these two singing
and with Mrs. Drexel Biddle, formerly Miss
Mary Duke, adding her voice to the volume
of music and swelllng the funds of the
worldwide Sunday school movement.

Great War Work Done
By the Bible Classes

The concerts were the first means of rais.
ing money, The leader developed other
schemes which have turned out profitably
for the organlization, and for severnl years
now the Bible classes have been on firm
financial feoting,

In most stories of contemporary life the
war Is the great interlude. By the mem-
bers of the Drexel Biddle Bible classes it
was taked as an opportunity for greater
service. Majpr Blddle was a marine offi
cer-but the story really goes back to two
yvears before the UUnited States went into it
Plain Mr. Drexel Biddle heard the mutter-
Ings long hefare the storm broke, and with
the cordlal support of men like Gen. Leon

ard Wood and
Senator Pepper
* he swung the big

Bible class move-
ment in line for prepared.
ness,

An appeal to the men of
the Bible classes to get
ready was greeted wtih enthusinem.
It was unanimously voted that de-
fense of the country and of the flag
Wwas an impgrtant part of the Chris-
tlan religion. It was determined to turn
the Drexel playground at Lansdowne into
an armed camp. The Government backed
the movement, Drillmasters from the
Hegulur Army were provided by the Gov.
ernment,

One of the most enthusiastic “rookles™
was Mr. Drexel Biddle himself. He had
had some training as a member of the Na-
tional Guard, but he enlisted as a private
in his own regiment and endured all the
drudgery of the drill with the rest. &
committee of wealthy men assumed most
ot the burden of expense and many of the
leading employers of labor lined up thelr
men for preparedness, permitting them to
take dayvs off for drill and providing them
with equipment.

As a result, when war actually came the
Plifladelphia Military Training Corps, as
this fleld of Major Biddle's activities was
called, was able to put 20,000 trained men
into the varfous branches of the service,
almoet every man going in with the rank
of a non-com hy reason of the splendid
training given them at the Drexel camp.

When peace came and Major Blddle left
the service and became a civilian again

Here are three
reasons why the
Drexel Biddle Bible
Class has been
the big success it has.
At top is
Major Drexel Biddle,
the leader, at His
desk. In center is
Mrs. Charles Dana
Gibson, who sang at
benefits to raise
funds. Below is the
former Miss Elsie
Whelen, now Mrs.
Henry Clews, Jr.,
who also aided.
Many other beautiful
society women have
often responded to
the Major's call.

he toek up the Bible class work with

his old aggressiveness, At precent

there are about 300,000 men linked

together in this great work. Major
Biddle and hls assoclates In the direction
of the Blble class work have changed tLeir
methods to suit the needs of the hour, Km-
ployment hureaus have been established |
and everything is being done that can pos-
sibly be done to get unemployed men work,
The Bible classes have taken up the task of
helping the down and outer in the mil-
slons,

An auxiliary to the movement, known as
the Women Social Workers, organized
from the Red Cross workers of the war,
cooperates with the men in giving free
dinners and coffee and sandwich suppers
to the unemployed who are in need of
such help. These women visit the hospi-
tals, sew for the poor, get up entertain-
ments for the sallors at the navy yards
and for the convalescents at the hospitals,
There are about 20,000 women workers in
this philanthropic department of the Bible
cluss movement.

The tfree original members of the class
were assoclated with Major Biddle in the
work of organization. A pleture of Major
Blddle, with these three original members,
ig shown on this page.

The managing director, Fred Wlilson,
known and loved by.hundreds of thousands
of Bible clags men throughout the world,
dled durlng the “filu” epldemic of a few
years ago. The other two, J. DeWitt Job-
Born and Judson J, Adams, are still active

Manjor Drexel Biddle was born in 1874
and is noted a3z an explorer and adthor as
well as a gportsman and Bible class leader.
There are few places on thie earth he nas
not visited and hils books and magszine
articles deal largely with his travels and
adventures. His keen sense of humor also
c¢rops out in his writings, as it does in all
his public service, a fact that brings to him
immense personal popularity among those
with whom he.works.

His family on both his mother's and
father's gide iz one of the oldest In Pean.
sylvania, and the roster of hig clubs Is a
directory of the exclusive organizations of
Americn,




